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The many long months of preparation, organization and 

rehearsals finally came to their end and the excited 

celebrations and breathtaking ceremonies leading up to the 

coronation day made their long awaited beginning.  

Long before the great day, the glorious festive feasts had 

been arranged by the tens of thousands of appointees 

carefully selected for the task. Thousands sat each day at 

the enormous tables that filled every available spot of the 

royal city and partook of the festive meals consisting of 

nothing but the finest delicacies.  

The following days brought with them the beginning of the 

parades with thousands of soldiers marching in unified 

formation through the streets, the sound of their steps 

resonating throughout the city and bringing great 

excitement to the hearts of the masses who cheered 

enthusiastically as the parade passed by. And then, finally, 

the great day arrived - the day the people would crown 

their new king.  All that had taken place until that moment 

seemed to melt away into the past,  the streets shed their 

previous appearance and seemed to take on a completely 

new form. Every corner radiated with splendor and glory, 

every stone polished afresh and every pathway sparkled 

with majesty. The sounds, the smells and even the breeze 

seemed to indicate the imminent arrival of some awesome 

and majestic occurrence. 

The eyes of the masses were fixed upon the entrance of the 

royal palace that stood in the center of the decorated city. 

There, in just a few moments, will appear the king himself 

in all his glory. And then, with a silencing hush that swept 

through the crowd all the voices ceased  to be heard and 

everyone came to a standstill, it was as if everything just 

froze, even the waving branches of the trees.  

At the entrance to the palace appeared the king himself, 

exalted and adorned in his splendid royal garments, his 

entire being radiating glory, goodness and strength with a 

graceful humility emanating from his shinning face. He 

raised the golden staff in his hands in a majestic motion 

and from amidst the silence the sound of trumpets burst 

forth followed by a symphony of instruments as the 

roaring crowd proclaimed: ‘long live the king!’ 

Who could begin to imagine that awesome and 

overpowering feeling that enveloped the soul when the 

king cast his gaze upon his people, 

as his eyes rested upon each and every person 

individually.  

At the moment that the king’s merciful gaze 

rests upon you, you lack nothing, it’s as if all the 

good in the world is yours and it doesn’t matter to 

you where you are, whether you’re standing on a 

lamp post on the corner of some street or on a 

balcony of the palace itself. And when the king comes 

down to the people and passes through the crowd 

lending an ear to each and every person and promises 

each one individually that he will always be there for 

him, doesn’t the entire world just melt away into 

nothingness? … 

There is no event that will leave such a deep impression on 

a person as the coronation day of the king. Anyone who 

was witness to such a sight would never forget it as long as 

they live. It is then that a person begins to realize that there 

IS a king.  He begins to internalize the fact that he is a part 

of something awesome and wondrous, he begins to find 

meaning and purpose and he realizes that there is awe so 

great that it can actually make one forget that he even 

exists. If he really thinks about it he will realize that what 

was renewed inside him was a feeling of awe and love that 

was aroused by the sight of the exceptional unity that 

accompanied the great event - So many people, with all 

their different outlooks and lifestyles nullified themselves to 

each other and united as one in admiration of the king 

with a burning desire to do his will; it was witnessing this 

event that created within him these feelings of awe and 

love he had never before experienced. He also suddenly 

realized how greatly valuable he is - how there is someone 

who receives glory and splendor because of him; this gives 

new meaning to his life - he lives for something so 

awesomely great. This is what can be caused by such an 

event, and the whole kingdom is dependent upon it. 

Rebbe Nachman teaches in Likutey Moharan 17 that every 

single thing in the creation reveals the pride that Hashem 

takes in his people, the Jewish nation. For Hashem takes 

pride in the Jewish people as a whole and also in each 

person individually to the extent that even the smallest 

motion of a Jew invokes Hashem’s pride in him. This is 

because the entire creation was created and continues to 
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exist only for the pride that Hashem takes in the 

Jewish people. 

This pride is always renewed during the days of 

Chanukah. In that wondrous and awesome miracle 

Hashem expressed how dear we are to him and 

how much pride he takes in His people.  

The wicked kingdom of Greece wished to create an 

equal status for all the people of the world and 

thus to nullify and completely conceal the pride 

that Hashem takes in his holy people in general and 

in specific. They issued decrees against Shabbos, 

millah (circumcision) and Chodesh (sanctifying the 

new moon) and tried to make every Jew forget his 

identity and hide from him the fact that Hashem is 

exalted and glorified by him. They exerted 

themselves greatly and defiled all the oil in order 

that there should be no way to shine the light of 

the Beis Hamikdash into the world and to see the 

truth - the entire reason for our existence.  

They wanted to make it forgotten that there is 

someone to serve and someone to honor. This is 

how they cast Jewish souls down into kefirah 

(apostasy) and emptiness, clogging their hearts and 

making them feel as if man’s actions don’t make 

any difference for better or for worse, as if G-d 

forbid there was no one interested in our efforts in 

the performance of mitzvos and in the 

sanctification of our thoughts.  

With this falsehood they conquered almost the 

entire world and blew a spirit of apostasy into the 

hearts of the masses. Thousands of souls sank, as a 

result of this, into the depths of kefirah, 

bewilderment and emptiness. 

The miracles that occurred during Chanukah 

revealed the dearness of Yisrael (the Jewish people) 

is Hashem’s eyes. They showed us that Hashem 

always helps, causing us to open our eyes to see the 

splendor and glory of the Kingdom of Heaven and 

enabling us to feel the pride that Hashem takes in 

us.  

The pure oil that was poured from the small 

remaining jar shines and lights up the darkness of 

the gallus (exile) revealing the truth to every Jew - 

that to wherever we have fallen, Hashem is with us 

watching over us with perfect providence, rejoicing 

and taking pleasure in every good point within us.  

This is the influx of light that shines at the time of 

the lighting of the candles - an influx of the 

attributes of mercy which is the light of the great 

and awesome Tzaddik who reveals the pride that 

Hashem takes in his people. 

At the time that the soul is aroused with the 

awareness that Hashem takes pride in us, it is the 

right time to move forward and light the candles 

again, to begin everyday anew and to understand 

more and more the concept of this pride. We must 

also know that even if we have forgotten and 

fallen from the awareness of this pride it is our duty 

to continue and not to become discouraged, until 

we merit to the pure Emunah that will fill our lives 

with endless simcha and meaning. So we can go 

from strength to strength until we merit to “our 

souls have yearned for Hashem” – that we should 

be filled with a powerful desire and yearning for 

Hashem that will create within us true awe and fear 

of Heaven. This will then enable us to constantly 

cling to the knowledge of Hashem’s love for us. 

Despite all the distractions and the fact that our  

hearts are clogged and cold to the extent that awe 

and love of Hashem are hidden from us, there is a 

hidden light that shines on Chanukah that enables 

even us to experience an inkling of the coronation 

of the King - to see the pride that Hashem takes in 

us.  And through this, to receive some notion of 

love and deveikus to Hashem and thereby 

experience a taste of true awe of Heaven. 

In the Rebbe’s teachings (L.M. 14) we find that on 

Chanukah one should light a candle of 

remembrance of the glory of Heaven and awe of 

Hashem. It is further taught (L.M 54) that the 

meaning of the lighting of a candle is the lighting of 

memory and awareness, that we should light up 

our minds to always remember Hashem. This is 

what really happens on Chanukah, for the miracles 

and wonders that we commemorate during the 

days of Chanukah reveal to us how dear we are to 

Hashem and the light that shines forth from the 

Chanukah candles is a tremendous light of 

Hashem's pride like that of the day of the 

coronation of the king. 

These candles are in order to remove us from the 

kefirah and the illusion created of distance of 

Hashem - that there is no one who takes pride in 

us, G-d  forbid. It is through the power of the 

awesome miracle, that we return to Emunah and 

discard all thoughts of the past and focus only on 

the good that can be done now. With the light of 

Chanukah, it is surely appropriate to move forward 

and add a light each night until the light of 

Chanukah brings us to a tangible and powerful 

feeling of Hashem’s pride in us just like on the day 

of the coronation of the king. 

When the heart is aroused with true awe of 

Hashem, then the mind too is kindled and one’s 

thoughts begin to gain clarity until they come to a 

clear awareness of Hashem’s existence and the awe 

and fear of Heaven become tangible, bringing 

about a true acceptance of the yolk of heaven. And 

through the thanks and praise to Hashem for all the 

tremendous kindness and revelation of His love for 

us, a true love of Hashem can be aroused in our 

hearts too. 
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Weekly Halacha Series 
By HaRav Shimon Anshin shlit”a 

1)    If  someone forgets  Rosh Chodesh’s  “Ya’ale Ve”yavo”If  someone forgets  Rosh Chodesh’s  “Ya’ale Ve”yavo”If  someone forgets  Rosh Chodesh’s  “Ya’ale Ve”yavo”If  someone forgets  Rosh Chodesh’s  “Ya’ale Ve”yavo” 

on Mincha of Erev  Shabbos, and realized it when it was 

already too late to repeat Mincha – he should notnotnotnot  daven 

two Shmonei Esrei on Ma’ariv.   

The reason is as follows: 

If this was to happen on a weekday, there are divided 

opinions on whether one can daven Shmone Esrei on the 
following Ma’ariv as a repayment prayer.  Some say that  

since it is no longer Rosh Chodesh, an addit ional 

weekday Shmone Esrei can not repay the lost Rosh 
Chodesh Mincha.  Other authorities contend that it is  

possible.  As a result of the dispute, the halacha is that  
one shouldshouldshouldshould daven the extra Ma’ariv Shmone Esrei twice – 

but aim that h is second Shmone Esrei to be considered a 
voluntaryvoluntaryvoluntaryvoluntary  prayer, akin to the korban Nedava that was 

brought in the Beis Hamikdash.  This solution cannot  

apply when Shabbos follows a Rosh Chodesh because 
one cannot daven voluntary prayers on Shabbos.  

(Mishna Brura, 108, 36) 

2) 2) 2) 2) “Al Aniss im” during  Seuda Shlish is.Al Aniss im” during  Seuda Shlish is.Al Aniss im” during  Seuda Shlish is.Al Aniss im” during  Seuda Shlish is.   One says “Al 

Hanissim” when recit ing Birkas Hamozon – even if the 
seuda continues into the night.  The Eshel Avrohom 

(Butchatch, 188) contends that th is applies only if an 

amount of Kazais of bread was eaten while it was still 

daytime.  But if one started eating after Shkiya (sunset),  
one shouldn’t say “Al Hanissim” during Birkas Hamozon.   
This is  why it is very  important to eat  a Kazais  of  bread 
before Shkiya. 

3) Moving the Menorah on Shabbos.3) Moving the Menorah on Shabbos.3) Moving the Menorah on Shabbos.3) Moving the Menorah on Shabbos. 

A Menorah used for Chanukah is muktze and cannot  be cannot  be cannot  be cannot  be 

movedmovedmovedmoved even if one needs the place its standing on, or 
even if one needs the body of the Menorah for a 

permissib le use.  

Further more, if the Menorah stands on a table of some 

sort, that  table too becomes muktze like the Menorah 

and is  forbidden to move as well.  This  is because the 

table becomes “A base for a forbidden object”. 

However, it  is permiss ible to move the Menorah and its  

base if the following conditions are met: 

1) During bein hashmoshos (between sunset and when 
the stars come out) a permissible object  was on the tray  

or table where the Menorah is  standing.  This makes the 

base “A base for a permittedpermittedpermittedpermitted object”. 

Such permitted object would be Challa or wine for the 

Shabbos seuda.  Some say that this applies to anything 
needed for the seuda as well.  But anything that isn’t 

meant to be used for Shabbos cannot be used for this  

purpose, because we say that the Menorah is more 

important to him now than an object he cannot use on 

Shabbos.  Some say that if the Menorah is made of silver,  
one needs to put jewelry that is more expensive than the 

Menorah on the base. 

If one didn’t put the permissib le object before bein 
hashmoshos, one cannot place it anymore and the 

Menorah and it s base may not be moved during  

Shabbos. 

2) The reason why one wants to move the Menorah 

must be for a “permissible objective”, such as needing the 

table to be elsewhere, or needing the place where the 
table is now, or the table and the Menorah are in a place 

where they will obstruct passage.  “Non-permissib le 

objectives” would be guarding the Menorah from  

damage or theft. 

Some say  that if one fears  the Menorah will fall, spilling  
the oil and breaking the glass cups, it constituted a 

permissib le objective.  However, if simply pass ing with  

care can prevent that from happening, the Menorah and 

the table may not be moved.  

3) For the Menorah to be moved, the neros of  the 
Menorah must be out.  If they are not, the halacha 

depends on the type of neros one uses.  

If one uses oil and wickoil and wickoil and wickoil and wick, one may notnotnotnot  move the table 
while they are st ill burning burning.  Movement may 

bring more oil to the wick and increase the fire, which 

constitutes “flame creation” – or drive oil away from the 

wick, which constitutes “putting a flame out” (moving 

such candles gent ly without making this happen is  

virtually imposs ible). 

But if the neros are wicks floating  in oilwicks floating  in oilwicks floating  in oilwicks floating  in oil or solid candles, solid candles, solid candles, solid candles, 

movement isisisis  permissible as  long as it is done gently and 

with great care. 

More details about the above is sue:More details about the above is sue:More details about the above is sue:More details about the above is sue: 

a)  Even though we would regularly not  permit moving,  

if the mukze object can be shaken off, here we don’t 

require that condition.  The reason is that the Menorah 

will likely get damaged if it is  shaken off the table - be it  
to the Menorah itself or spilling the oil or breaking the 

glass cups.  However, if it is possible to shake the 

Menorah off without damage, it should be done. 

b) Some contend that all the above relates only to 

Shabbos candles, but the Chanukah Menorah may not be 

moved no matter what. 

c)  However, everything we said about not being able to 

move relates to moving in the usual mannermoving in the usual mannermoving in the usual mannermoving in the usual manner.  It is 

permissib le to move the Menorah in an unusual manner 

(ki’leachar yad) by pushing it with the elbow or the foot.   
Obviously this can be done only if the neros are out as  
such pushing will su rely affect the flame in a forbidden 

manner.    

TRANSLATOR’S NOTE:TRANSLATOR’S NOTE:TRANSLATOR’S NOTE:TRANSLATOR’S NOTE:            

As this is a trans lation of the original Hebrew, if you As this is a trans lation of the original Hebrew, if you As this is a trans lation of the original Hebrew, if you As this is a trans lation of the original Hebrew, if you 

unclear on any of the Laws outlined herein in any  way unclear on any of the Laws outlined herein in any  way unclear on any of the Laws outlined herein in any  way unclear on any of the Laws outlined herein in any  way 
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"And he slept for the longest time and his servant was shaking 

him but he wouldn't wake up.  Then he woke up and asked the 

servant "Where am I in the world", and he (the servant) told 

him."  

"And the servant was shaking him""And the servant was shaking him""And the servant was shaking him""And the servant was shaking him"    

The viceroy is in the midst of an arduous search for the 

lost princess.  He has already covered considerable 

ground, having found the fortress and even the princess 

herself!  He received her instructions and followed them 

faithfully for an entire year.  And now, after all he has 

invested in his quest, he blunders at the last minute and 

falls into a deep sleep.  Obviously, true mercy will be to 

wake him up.  After all, every passing moment can result 

in the princess getting further and further away.  This 

sleep may undermine the entire effort. 

Many times we simply fall asleep.  In our delicious doze 

we sink into wonderful, colorful, life-like dreams.  We 

think we're living, while in fact life is passing us by.  Day 

after day passes.  Whole eras simply melt away.  Hashem 

has mercy on us and He sends various "servants" to wake 

us up.  They usually come as afflictions, fears, and a 

variety of mishaps that shake us up, lest we forget and 

end up losing everything. 

"Where am I in the world?""Where am I in the world?""Where am I in the world?""Where am I in the world?"    

A person opens his eyes and discovers he has slept the day 

away.  He has planned a tight schedule of vital errands 

only to fall into sticky slumber.  How on earth could 

something like this happen, he has absolutely no idea. 

If in the middle of literally once-in-a-lifetime endeavor we 

suddenly fall into a coma-like sleep - not for a few 

minutes, but for seventy years -  the natural tendency is to 

turn over on your other side and go to sleep again.  You 

might as well,  After all it's all lost anyhow… 

We all know the bitter, helpless feeling of missing out.  

Disappointment is eating at us.  Despair swallows our 

thinking.  Listlessness overtakes our entire being.  Then 

comes the self-acrimony, "I should have done this and 

that…", or "If only I didn't do this or that"…We oscillate 

between hopes we build up and the disappointments that 

bury them.  This is what happens when one doesn’t really 

understand his reality.  This is what happens when one 

builds his own set of values, deciding on his 

own what's important and what's not, what are 

the goals and what are the means to achieving 

them.   

In this tale Rebbe Nachman tells us what life is really 

about:  "Life is your private search expedition after the 

most important thing in creation.  The story behind your 

search is far deeper than you could ever hope to be able 

understand with you feeble human mind. This is why 

you'll never be able to understand what is really going on 

with you.  Your criteria are far too limited to be able to 

determine what constitutes advancement and what 

signifies retreat.  Only a truly profound Tzaddik can see 

the entire picture and give you directions.  In this story the 

viceroy is our guide, and he teaches us a vital lesson.   

If you find yourself waking up from an unscheduled 

“spacing-out”, don't waste time and effort on self-

recriminations; Just get up and GO!Just get up and GO!Just get up and GO!Just get up and GO!  Find out "where you 

are" in the scope of the search - and get moving.  See 

what you can do to give honor to Hashem and bring the 

Geula closer, and just do it. 

True, the princess warned you not to eat or sleep – but 

she never said it won't happen to you.  Falling doesn't 

mean you missed your train.  The quest is a very long 

story and there is still a long way to go.  You'll still have 

many and varied trials and tribulations ahead of you.  

You'll never know when you arer ahead and when you 

are behind.  What you do know is that despair is total 

withdrawal and renewal moves you ahead closer to your 

goal. 

When the viceroy asks "Where am I in the world?" he isn't 

looking to needlessly persecute himself.  He isn't digging 

compulsively into that which he cannot change.  And 

since he asks sensibly, he gets a useful answer and the 

servant tells him the entire story.   

When one keeps his equilibrium and doesn't fall into 

useless calculations of wins and losses, one merits to the 

illumination of supernal light of the Tales of Ancient 

Years.  This is an incredible light of renewal that can wake 

one even from a slumber of seventy years.  

The Daughter The Daughter The Daughter The Daughter     

of the Kingof the Kingof the Kingof the King    
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